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John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men  Reading Guide
Chapter 3 (paperback pages 38-65) (handout pages 19-32)

Directions:   While reading along with the text, work diligently to highlight the following points.  The questions are for you to answer as margin notes or text annotations. 
While reading along with the text, work diligently to highlight the following points.  

______ 1.  Highlight why George at one time plays jokes on Lennie?  Highlight why he stopped? 
What does it show about their relationship?

______ 2.  Highlight how Lennie is different from other laborers in George and Slim’s point of view?  Why is this significant?  

______ 3.  Highlight what George reveals to Slim?  Why does he tell him? What role does Slim play for George?

______ 4.  Highlight what Carlson wants to do and why? What does it reveal about him?

______ 5.  Highlight Candy’s reaction to Carlson’s request?  Why does he react in this manner?  

______ 6.  Highlight what Slim and Whit discover in a magazine? Why is this important to the men?  How does it relate to one of the major themes in the novel so far?  

______ 7.   Silence plays an important role in this chapter.  
Highlight the examples of silence. Why are these examples of silence significant? 

______ 8.  Highlight the private conversation between George and Lennie. 
Based on George and Lennie’s private conversation, how does George view women?  Why is this significant?

______ 9.  Lennie, who seems sensitive by nature, shows a violent streak when George tells the story of their future ranch.  Highlight this. Why is this significant? 

______ 10.  Contrast Lennie and George’s dream lives to their lives.  
Why are these differences significant? Highlight the descriptions of these dreams.
______ 11.  What major changes do you see in George’s attitude after he agrees to include Candy in their dream?  
What major changes do you see in Candy’s behavior and attitude now in comparison to his behavior and attitude earlier in the chapter?  

______ 12.  Highlight the regret Candy shares with George and Lennie? 
What does the regret reveal about his sense of responsibility? 
How is this regret an example of foreshadowing?  

______ 13.  Highlight Curley picking on Lennie.  Why does Curley pick on Lennie?  
What does this incident show about Curley’s character?

______ 14.  Why does George encourage Lennie to fight back? Highlight this.  
How does Lennie respond when George tells Lennie to stop?  Why is this significant?
